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Fast Facts

A Population: 4,800,00

A Largest city: Birmingham

A Capital: Montgomery

A Borders four states and the Gulf of Mexico

A 2% of the population are native Spanish speakers
A Average summer high and winter low: 32C and 3

A Mountainous in the north and forests
throughout, mostly pine

A Total areal135,765km?



Fast Facts

A Religion: 84% Christian
A Demographics: 70% white/26% black

A 17.5% of Alabamians live at or below the
poverty level

A Median household income: $40,500 per year
(5 lowest in the US)

A 10" poorest state in the US
A Became a state in 1814



Fast Facts

Education in Alabama (2000):

A Less than 9tlgrade 8.32%
A Some high school, ndiploma 16.41%
A High schooyjraduate 30.38%
A Some college, ndegree 20.47%
A Associatelegree 5.38%
A Bachelor'slegree 12.18%

A Graduate or professionalegree 6.85%%
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Early History

A Native Americans first appeared in the region 12,000
years ago

I Mississippian culture of farmers and mound builders
I Home to several tribes and a variety of languages
A Many Indians had died or left before the arrival of
Spanish explorers.
I First contact with Europeans in the region was in 1513

I Hernando de Soto was the first documented European
explorer in what is now Alabama

A In the 16001700s, the Spanish, French and English
each claimed ownership of the land which is now
Alabama.






Early History

A Europeans competed for the land by making
treaties with local Indians for allegiance.

A At the end of the French and Indian War in 1763,
the French ceded the territory to the English.

A However, after the Revolutionary War, England
ceded the land to Spain.

A The territory did not become part of the USA
until 1795.

A In 1798 and 1804 moderday Alabama and
Mississippi were organized as the Mississippl
Territory.
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The Indian Wars

A For as long as European settlers moved westward,
there were conflicts with Indians already living on the
land.

A The US government agreed to a series of peace treatie
with Indian tribes, eventually breaking every one of
them.

A Often, Indians fought American settlers.

A In the Southeast, a policy of Indian removal led to a
series of bloody wars between the US and Indian
tribes.

A The majority of Indians were removed from present
day Alabama by 1816.



The Trail of Tears

A Into the 1830s, several Native American tribes
still lived in the Southeast, including Alabama.

A White expansion and cession were causing
friction between Indians and settlers.
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The Trail of Tears

A The US Supreme Court ruled in 1832 that
Indian tribes have some sovereignty.

A President Andrew Jackson ignored the courts
and began a campaign to forcibly move those
Indians remaining in the Southeast westward.

A Many thousands of Indians died on the
journey.



The Creek War of 1836

A 20,000 Muskogee Creeks still in Alabama

A Despite pleas of help to President Jackson,
Alabama abolished tribal governments

A Indian land was divided into segments

A Indians could either sell and be removed
westward or stay and submit to state law

A Land was stolen and squatters moved in

A Violence broke out and all Indians were forcibly
removed westward
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Alabama and Slavery

A In the 1800s, white settlers moved in ever larger
numbers to Alabama.

A Farming became the primary source of income.

A Slaves were primarily used as labor on cotton
nlantations.
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population.
A In 1860, 35% of Alabama families owned slaves.




The Civil War

A Angry at the federal governments opposition to
slavery, Alabama seceded from the union and
joined the Confederate States of America in 1861

A 120,000 Alabamians fought in the war.
A Few major battles took place in Alabama.

A Slavery was officially ended in 1865, shortly
before the end of the wa.
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The Tuskegee Institute

A Former slave Booker T. Washington helped
establish an institute for blacks in 1881 In
Tuskegee, Alabama.

A 1t originally taught newhfreed slaves how to
meet their own basic needs such as bathing,
brushing their teeth and saving money.

A It was roundly supported by whites in the
community and the state government.

A The institute is a source of great pride for
Alabamians and is now a filédged umversﬂy
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Separate but Equal and Lingering
Racism in the 20Century

A States could legally keep races separate as long as
there was an appearance of equality

I Schools

I Restaurants

I Buses

I Public restrooms
I Laundromats

A Poll taxes and literacy tests were required for voting.

A The Ku Klux Klan committed numerous acts of violenct
against blacks and were rarely prosecuted
I Bombings
I Lynchings
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Lingering Racism in the 2Century

A School segregation ended 1963 by the

Supreme Court.

A Military had to be used to force many
s and universities to comply.

Alabama schoo

A Separate but Eo

Act of 1964, signed
Johnson, making a

100% illegal.
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ended with the Civil Right:
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The Civil Rights Movement

A The movement took a newiolent approach in
the form of:
I The Montgomery Bus Boycott of 1955
I SItins

I Freedom Rides

I Marches and rallies

I The Selmdo-Montgomery March of 1965















